Chapter 5: Capturing video

Options: 

Capture clip: One clip at a time, set In and Out, log info

Capture Now: Single clips, no In and Out, capture live video when no device control available (or HDV)

Capture Project: automated recapture of previously captured clips

Setting up for capture

· Use Easy Set up with proper combination of presents (correct audio sample rate, match video hardware and tape format, device control settings compatible with your camcorder)

· Check scratch disk preferences: where any media will be written to (correct hard drive, fast enough, space)

· Review the Abort Capture and Dropped Frames option in User Preferences > General tab (this will stop capture if dropped frames detected; uncheck if problems capturing)

· Test device control settings: connections work

· Laptop: Energy Saver Preferences tab > Options tab > Processor Performance set to highest

Entering info on capture tab

1. Load tape into camcorder

2. File > Capture; Capture window opens

3. Specify Capture bin
· Capture window > New Bin btn and select as new capture bin (inside original bin) - or -

· click Up btn and move to a different bin and click the Capture Bin btn: 

· To set Capture Bin in Browser: ctrl-click bin > Set Capture bin

4. Reel: (=tape) enter name or click Reel slate btn and add numeric reel name

5. Description: name for clip

· Select Prompt if you want to name each clip manually

6. Description, Scene, Angles: click check boxes if you want to incorporate into clip’s name

· Enter any identifying text in the text field

· Click slate btn to automatically increment the corresponding field’s numeral

· Clip names combine the selected fields

· Ex. Description_Scene01_01  

7. Use transport controls in Capture window to control source device and locate footage to capture. (You can navigate to a specific timecode.)

8. Click Mark In and Mark Out btns or press “i” and “o” to set In and Out pts or enter specific timecode for each

9. Capture Clip or Capture Now

· Capture Clip: clip appears in new Viewer window, saved in Capture Bin

· Capture now: see later

Logging: reviewing your source tapes, then labeling and marking In and Out pts

In FCE Log and capture at the same time

Auto Incrementing in names

· Check box on right of the field

· Last checkbox gets incremented

· Ex. Scene last checked: will get a number at the end

· Click Slate btn to increment something manually

· Ex. You selected Description + Scene + Shot but now you want to change Scene # (Shot number will be reset to 001

To add a marker to a clip while logging

Will appear as sub clips once clip captured

1. Click expansion triangle next to Markers at the bottom of Capture tab

2. Name marker

3. Set marker In and Out pts

4. Set marker

Capture now:

· For no video device control

· Need to manually enter clip’s starting and ending timecodes and other info in Capture window

· If you are logging info before pressing Capture Now: clip names and saved into designated bin

· If no info, saved as untitled

Before capturing:

Check Capture Now time limit in FCE > System Settings > Scratch Disk tab

· Default 30 mins

· Choose time just a little longer than you need (too long > slower)

1. Use device’s controls to locate the footage you want to capture

· Rewind 7-10 secs, press device’s Play btn

2. Click Capture Now 1-5 secs before first frame (slight delay)

3. To stop press Esc; stop playback on your device

4. Play clip to check it (you may need to close Capture window)

Capturing HDV

Encoding: MPEG2 codec (used also by iDVD) converts HDV formats to Apple Intermediate Codec (=Coding DECoding) AIC

Similar to Capture Now: must manually cue the footage using the Camcorder’s controls

· HDV camcorder connected and powered

· Correct Easy Set up (frame size, frame rate

· Scratch disks enough room (will need up to 46GB/hour)

· Capture Now time limit set properly

· Set Capture Bin
1. File > Capture: HDV Capture dialog box appears

2. Enter name of clip and click Capture; Preview window appears

3. Esc to stop; play clip to check it

4. To abort press Esc twice
Scene detection feature: automatically creates separate clips on Start/Stop of Record signal

Capture Project

· To batch recapture DV clips and sequences you’ve previously captured with FCE

· When restoring a project you’ve removed from hard drive

· You must restore graphics files and music separately

1. Check Easy set up and scratch disk preferences, space on drive

2. In Browser, select Clips and Sequences
3. Ctrl-Click > Capture Project

· All selected items or Offline items only

· Enter duration of handles (frames before and after In and Out pts)

4. Select Capture preset > OK

5. Insert Reel dialog box with list of Reels appears

6. Load first tape and select it from the list > Continue
7. To interrupt batch: Esc
8. If you capture into orig bin: orig. files overwritten > Choose different bin

Using DV Start/Stop Detection

· Automatically sets markers in previously captured DV clips and breaks into subclips

· Capture one long file

· Mark > DV Start/Stop Detection

· In Browser: locate clip, view markers, rename them

· Select all markers, Modify > Make subclip

Troubleshooting

No communication: check cables, switch off and on, reconnect wires, restart computer

Problems controlling: choose Firewire basic preset in Easy setup

Bus error: check cables

Break in Timecode: copy to a different tape

Video and Audio out of sync: match audio sample rates in device and preset

