
A word set in ALL CAPS within running text can look big and bulky, 
and A LONG PASSAGE SET ENTIRELY IN CAPITALS CAN LOOK 
UTTERLY INSANE. Small capitals are designed to match the x-height 
of lowercase letters. Designers, enamored with the squarish 
proportions of true small caps, employ them not only within bodies of 
text but for subheads, bylines, invitations, and more. Rather than 
Mixing Small Caps with Capitals, many designers prefer to use  
all small caps, creating a clean line with no ascending elements. 
InDesign and other programs allow users to create FALSE SMALL CAPS at 
the press of a button; these SCRAWNY LETTERS look out of place.

capitals and small capitals


