
Hierarchy	
  



Hierarchy	
  

•  Expresses	
  the	
  organiza3on	
  of	
  content,	
  emphasizing	
  
some	
  elements	
  and	
  subordina3ng	
  others	
  

•  A	
  visual	
  hierarchy	
  helps	
  readers	
  scan	
  a	
  text,	
  knowing	
  
where	
  to	
  enter	
  and	
  exit	
  and	
  how	
  to	
  pick	
  and	
  choose	
  
among	
  its	
  offerings.	
  	
  

•  Each	
  level	
  of	
  the	
  hierarchy	
  should	
  be	
  signaled	
  by	
  one	
  
or	
  more	
  cues,	
  applied	
  consistently	
  across	
  a	
  body	
  of	
  
text.	
  	
  

•  A	
  cue	
  can	
  be	
  spa3al	
  (indent,	
  line	
  spacing,	
  placement)	
  
or	
  graphic	
  (size,	
  style,	
  color).	
  Infinite	
  varia3ons	
  are	
  
possible.	
  

	
  



Signals	
  

•  Writers	
  are	
  trained	
  to	
  avoid	
  redundancy	
  as	
  seen	
  
in	
  the	
  expressions	
  “future	
  plans”	
  or	
  “past	
  
history.”	
  	
  

•  In	
  typography,	
  some	
  redundancy	
  is	
  acceptable,	
  
even	
  recommended.	
  	
  
–  For	
  example,	
  paragraphs	
  are	
  tradi3onally	
  marked	
  with	
  

a	
  line	
  break	
  and	
  an	
  indent,	
  a	
  redundancy	
  that	
  has	
  
proven	
  quite	
  prac3cal,	
  as	
  each	
  signal	
  provides	
  backup	
  
for	
  the	
  other.	
  	
  

–  To	
  create	
  an	
  elegant	
  economy	
  of	
  signals,	
  try	
  using	
  no	
  
more	
  than	
  three	
  cues	
  for	
  each	
  level	
  or	
  break	
  in	
  a	
  
document.	
  



Single	
  word	
  emphasis	
  

•  Emphasizing	
  a	
  word	
  or	
  phrase	
  within	
  a	
  body	
  of	
  
text	
  usually	
  requires	
  only	
  one	
  signal.	
  	
  

•  Italic	
  is	
  the	
  standard	
  form	
  of	
  emphasis.	
  	
  
–  There	
  are	
  many	
  alterna3ves,	
  however,	
  including	
  
boldface,	
  small caps,	
  or	
  a	
  change	
  in	
  color.	
  	
  

– A	
  full-­‐range	
  type	
  family	
  such	
  as	
  Scala	
  has	
  many	
  weight	
  
and	
  style	
  varia3ons	
  designed	
  to	
  work	
  together.	
  

–  You	
  can	
  also	
  create	
  emphasis	
  with	
  a	
  different	
  font.	
  	
  
•  If	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  mix	
  font	
  families,	
  such	
  as	
  Scala	
  and	
  Helve3ca,	
  
adjust	
  the	
  sizes	
  so	
  that	
  the	
  x-­‐heights	
  align.	
  





Hierarchy:	
  Varia1ons	
  
	
  







Hierarchy:	
  Experimen1ng	
  with	
  Form	
  





Produced	
  over	
  a	
  series	
  of	
  years	
  for	
  a	
  single	
  client,	
  these	
  posters	
  apply	
  

diverse	
  typographic	
  treatments	
  and	
  hierarchies	
  to	
  similar	
  bodies	
  of	
  
content.	
  The	
  black-­‐and-­‐white	
  palePe	
  creates	
  consistency	
  over	
  3me.	
  	
  
	
  


